
THE 4TH OF JULY—also known as
Independence Day or July 4th—has been a
federal holiday in the United States since 1941,
but the tradition of Independence Day
celebrations goes back to the 18th century and
the American Revolution. On July 2nd, 1776,
the Continental Congress voted in favor of
independence, and two days later delegates from
the 13 colonies adopted the Declaration of
Independence, a historic document drafted by
Thomas Jefferson. From 1776 to the present day,
July 4th has been celebrated as the birth of
American independence, with festivities ranging
from fireworks, parades and concerts to more
casual family gatherings and barbecues.

Did you know?

John Adams believed that July 2nd was the
correct date on which to celebrate the birth of
American independence, and would reportedly
turn down invitations to appear at July 4th
events in protest. July 2nd was the day the
resolution for independence was voted on.
Adams and Thomas Jefferson both died on July
4, 1826—the 50th anniversary of the adoption of
the Declaration of Independence.

The first celebration of fireworks came one year
after the Declaration of Independence was
signed. It began and ended with 13 fireworks
being set off from the city’s commons. The
original tradition behind fireworks was to

symbolize the 13 states of the union; however, it
evolved as more states joined the union.

July 4, 1776 was a Thursday

The Declaration of Independence was written by
a five-member committee within the Continental
Congress; the committee members included
Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, John
Adams, Robert Livingston and Roger Sherman.
The document was primarily based on
Jefferson's draft of the preamble to the Virginia
Constitution and George Mason’s draft of
Virginia’s Declaration of Rights. The
Declaration was first read publicly on July 8,
1776, in Philadelphia.

The first member of the Continental Congress to
sign the Declaration of Independence was the
President of the Congress, John Hancock.
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